
Railway Level Crossing Incidents
Stats & Facts



www.kiwirail.co.nz 2

Railway Level 
Crossings 

in New Zealand

Image source: https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/safety/infrastructure/level-crossings-protection
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What types of road railway level crossings (RLXs) are there?

698 public road crossings have active protection 449 public road crossings 

have passive protection

There are  1,147   public road RLXs in New Zealand

262 (23%) 

have barriers + 

flashing lights 

and bells

436 (38%) 

have flashing 

lights and bells

411 (36%) have 

Stop or Give Way 

signs

Source: KiwiRail Data - as of August 2026
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What types of pedestrian railway level crossings (RLXs) are there?

52 pedestrian crossings have active protection

28 (26%) have 

automatic gates/barriers 

+ flashing lights and bells 

24 (22%) have 

flashing lights and 

bells

57 pedestrian crossings have

passive protection

57 (52%) have 

signs or mazes

There are  109   public pedestrian RLXs in New Zealand

Source: KiwiRail Data - as of August 2026
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Incidents at RLXs

Image source: https://www.safetynews.co.nz/roadworks-rail-crossings-make-fatal-combination/
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Total RLX Incidents 2016 – 2026

Collisions with persons

36

(533 near misses)

26
Collisions with trucks

(373 near misses) 

Collisions with cars

127

(1,358 near misses)

Left image: https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/woman-narrowly-avoids-oncoming-train-at-suburban-auckland-station/TPKAWPKP6AT24BKINKLOZMC6SY/

Middle image: https://www.odt.co.nz/news/national/train-ploughs-car-fleeing-police-Christchurch

Right image: https://www.taic.org.nz/news/taic-reports-fatal-collision-freight-train-and-truck-level-crossing-october-2017

Source: KiwiRail Incident Data
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Near Misses

Image source: https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/safety/motorists/near-collisions
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Collisions

Image source: https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/southland/one-seriously-hurt-after-train-hits-car
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Fatalities

Image source: https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/300004407/person-killed-by-train-at-west-auckland-railway-crossing-in-tragic-accident/southland/one-seriously-hurt-after-train-hits-car
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Demographics

Image source: https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/safety/pedestrians-courses/pedestrians-advice
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Technology 

and distraction

Increasing Risks

Longer & 

heavier trucks

More passenger

and freight trains

Growing

populations and 

vulnerable users

Icon source: Flaticon
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68%

32%

Male Female

Driver Demographics in Fatal and Serious RLX Crashes FY 2010 – FY 2020
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Source: WSP report for TrackSAFE, 2021

https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/images/assets/3680/1/wsp%20report%20for%20tracksafe%20nz%20-%20analysis%20and%20commentary%20on%20fatal%20and%20serious%20level%20crossings%20crashes%202010%20-%202020.pdf
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Driver Demographics in Fatal and Serious RLX Crashes FY 2010 – FY 2020

13

10 10
9 9 9 9

8

2424

4

6

4

8

14

10

4

26

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

24 and
under

25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60 and
over

% of motor vehicle licence holders % of drivers in fatal/serious RLX crashes

Percentages of NZ motor vehicle licence holders compared to drivers of crashed cars, by age group

Interpretation:

Drivers aged 24 and under 

are overrepresented in 

fatal/serious RLX crashes, 

compared to what we would 

expect when we consider the 

percentage of the motor 

vehicle license holder 

population that they make up.

Source: WSP report for TrackSAFE, 2021 and NZTA Open Data

https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/images/assets/3680/1/wsp%20report%20for%20tracksafe%20nz%20-%20analysis%20and%20commentary%20on%20fatal%20and%20serious%20level%20crossings%20crashes%202010%20-%202020.pdf
https://opendata-nzta.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/0b812f530f3443dc81044ec0a1644c41
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Location map of fatal and serious 

level crossing crashes

Location and Time of Fatal and Serious RLX Crashes FY 2010 – FY 2020
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4%

18%

22%

54%

Signage at Sites of Fatal and Serious RLX Crashes FY 2010 – FY 2020

Stop

Give Way

Flashing lights

Pedestrian crossing point

None

Source: WSP report for TrackSAFE, 2021

https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/images/assets/3680/1/wsp%20report%20for%20tracksafe%20nz%20-%20analysis%20and%20commentary%20on%20fatal%20and%20serious%20level%20crossings%20crashes%202010%20-%202020.pdf
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Our Key 
Messages

Image Source: https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/safety/motorists/safety-advice
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Our key messages

• Trains are fast and quiet

• Trains can come at any time from either direction

• Trains always have right of way

• Trains cannot stop in a hurry

YOU MUST:

Only cross tracks at 

level crossings

Always look 

for trains

At a STOP sign, 

stop and look both 

ways for trains

Cross only 

when alarms 

have stopped



Thanks for reading!
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