
Ideas for Incorporating Rail Safety Messages into 
Kaitiaki o Ara/Students Against Dangerous Driving 
(SADD) Activities & Resources
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What’s next?

Aim:

To make students think about 

the implications and 

consequences of their choices.

Tips: 

This works best in a classroom 

situation or with lots of people.

How to run ‘What’s next?’:

1. Print out a photo related to driving around railway crossings.

2. Display it alongside the following questions:

a) What do you see?

b) What do you think is happening?

c) What might happen next?

3. Have students write their answers on post-it notes and stick them under each 

question.

Link to SADD YouTube video Link to activity outline

A red car on a road

Description automatically generated

A silver truck on a railroad track

Description automatically generated

Example Photos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujijnxtQ1Ss&list=PLnG-XgkvmJno28hEeNgWdM38JKswb-XNQ&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujijnxtQ1Ss&list=PLnG-XgkvmJno28hEeNgWdM38JKswb-XNQ&index=16
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e9fc84856b73c7d8df61c78/t/6566813c04d4bc1ad189a13e/1701216575253/What_s%2Bnext+%281%29.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Fwhanganui-chronicle%2Fnews%2Fpower-fault-shuts-down-rail-barriers%2FHCWB4URPNPKK7HBR7BH56X3ZAI%2F&psig=AOvVaw0VdXsZW52zAUA3iSAy9lOb&ust=1721181331376000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=2ahUKEwjez4mguqqHAxX1e2wGHSqrAr4QjRx6BAgAEBM
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/you-can-see-trauma-their-faces
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It’s no game (snakes and ladders)

Aim:

To make students 

understand how their 

choices while driving can 

have both positive and 

negative consequences. 

Link to SADD YouTube video

How to run ‘It’s no game’:

1. Pick your time and place (ask permission first).

2. Using chalk, draw out a 6x6 grid on the ground:

a) Draw out a 6x6 grid on the ground, numbering each square.

b) Add in snakes and ladders

c) Add the letter ‘Q’ (for question) to 10 of the squares.

3. Roll the dice to move. Players answer a rail safety question on each ‘Q’ 

square. Wrong answers miss a turn, right answers move forward.

Example Questions

Q: What is the maximum fine for trespassing in the 

rail corridor?

A: $10,000.

Q: How many collisions with vehicles/people were 

there at level crossings in 2023?

A: 19 collisions.

Q: What’s the maximum speed that trains can run 

on the network?

A: 100 kmph.

Q: What is the stopping distance of a fully loaded 

freight train?

A: Up to 1 kilometre.

Q: Is it legal to start driving across a level crossing 

before the bells and lights have stopped?

A: No, you must wait until the lights and bells have 

stopped and the barrier is fully raised before 

crossing.
Link to activity outline

You could also develop 

these questions for a 

Kahoot quiz! See here for 

an activity outline. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPT0rHOiasM
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e9fc84856b73c7d8df61c78/t/6566812339a78d7e6de09be6/1701216548256/Snakes%2Band%2BLadders+%281%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e9fc84856b73c7d8df61c78/t/65655fa56f75a8695b47b201/1722213197552/Kahoot.pdf
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Believe it or not

Tip:

• Make sure the answers 

aren’t too obvious.

• Think of a good prize 

to incentivise active 

participation.

Link to SADD YouTube video

How to run ‘Believe it or not’:

1. Write a list of questions with only two answers.

2. Choose a place and time (e.g. school assembly) and get everyone 

involved.

3. Explain the rules 

a. Hands on heads for first option, hands on tails for second option.

b. Winners stay standing

4. Last person standing wins!

Example Questions

Q: The maximum fine for trespassing in the rail 

corridor is $10,000.

A1: True 

A2: False ✘

Q: The maximum speed that trains can run on the 

network is 80 kmph.

A1: True ✘

A2: False (it’s actually 100 kmph)

Q: There are around 1,500 public level crossings 

across NZ.
A1: True  
A2: False ✘

Q: You can cross at a level crossing as soon as 

the barrier arm starts to go up.

A1: True ✘
A2: False  (you must wait until the lights and 

bells have stopped and the barrier is fully raised 

before crossing)
Link to activity outline

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DP0p1tkWpdY
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e9fc84856b73c7d8df61c78/t/6566598c048cf923c9ae3d90/1701206413671/Believe%2Bit%2Bor%2Bnot.pdf
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Notice me!

Tips:

• Talk to your teacher first for 

permission.

• Display facts where the entire 

student body will see them.

Link to SADD 

YouTube video

How to run ‘Notice me’:

1. Find some rail safety facts that you want to share with your school (check out the 

KiwiRail/TrackSAFE level crossing incident facts and stats document, or have a 

look online at places like TrackSAFE, Auckland Transport, Waka Kotahi, or Police NZ.

2. Share some rail safety stats and facts in the school notices or on your school 

Facebook page/app. 

Example Facts

• 24% of the drivers in fatal and 

serious car accidents at railway 

levels crossings were aged 24 and 

under (between 2010 and 2020).

• 64% of the drivers in fatal and 

serious car accidents at railway 

levels crossings were male (between 

2010 and 2020).

• In 2023, 100% of collisions between 

trains and vehicles were at railway 

level crossings with active protection 

(bells/lights/barrier arms). 

• In 2023 alone, there were 104 near 

misses between trains and vehicles.

• Since 2011, there have been over 

1,100 near misses between trains 

and vehicles.

Link to 

activity outline

Aim:

• Prompt students to think about being safe around train tracks and level crossings.

Notice me!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWWOTEk1qLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWWOTEk1qLc
https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/safety/school-students/resources-for-schools#:~:text=TrackSAFE%20NZ%20promotes%20best%20practice%2cinvoke%20a%20response%20in%20students.
https://at.govt.nz/cycling-walking/travelwise-school-programme/travelwise-school-resources/rail-safety
https://education.nzta.govt.nz/teacher-resources/primary-curriculum-resources/rail-safety/
https://www.police.govt.nz/advice-services/personal-community-safety/school-portal/resources/travelling-safely/rail-safety
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e9fc84856b73c7d8df61c78/t/656659a23cb3cf6b8f32a556/1722213197552/Notice%2Bme%21.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e9fc84856b73c7d8df61c78/t/656659a23cb3cf6b8f32a556/1722213197552/Notice%2Bme%21.pdf
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SADD Activities YouTube Playlist

Some more ideas…

Other SADD Activities

SADD Tiktok

Social Media Posts

SADD InstagramSADD Activities & Resource Hub

Make sure to tag @kiwirailnz and @tracksafenz 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnG-XgkvmJno28hEeNgWdM38JKswb-XNQ
https://www.tiktok.com/@saddnz
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CvgfVWYRaZT/?igsh=MXhidmttc3FweTVrcg==
https://www.instagram.com/saddnz?igsh=YjVwYTliYjl2aHl6
https://www.sadd.org.nz/activities-resource-hub
https://www.instagram.com/kiwirailnz?igsh=MTcwdWluZmVoaDcyaA==
https://www.instagram.com/tracksafenz?igsh=MTJiNzNzY2QzbHViYw==
https://www.tiktok.com/@saddnz/video/7265915810638580993
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